Growing up, I always had a strong interest in nature, especially insects. This childhood
curiosity developed into my academic and career goals of studying biology and working in
natural science. My passion in my interests and environmental issues as well as my experience
and leadership roles have prepared me to make a meaningful impact in this field.

I plan to attend the University of Illinois to study biology, and part of this decision was
shaped by my acceptance into their STEM in ACES summer program. In the environmental
sciences group, I learned from scientists with many different specialties and discovered the range
of opportunities within the field. This experience strengthened my interest in entomology and has
led me to want to pursue an advanced education and a PhD. I hope to combine both my research
and teaching to be able to share knowledge while expanding my own.

My interests in environmental issues center on conservation and pollinators. I live in a
community with protected prairies and natural areas, but I have also witnessed increasing
development and habitat loss. I would like to learn more about how to balance development
along with environmental preservation. I am particularly passionate about preserving pollinators,
including bees and monarch butterflies. I raise monarchs each summer and maintain butterfly
gardens around my home, which have helped show me the importance of small actions to
improve our environment. I believe education on these topics and having an involved community
will help to protect these species.

My success will come from my determination, leadership skills, and commitment to
service. As a captain of my cross country team, varsity soccer player, board member for our
student council and Cary-Grove Buddies (a club focused on the inclusion of special needs
students), as well as a member of the National Honors Society and Interact (community service

club), I have developed strong teamwork and communication skills. My leadership roles in



sports and clubs have taught me how to lead and give back while maintaining a strong academic
record.

I am excited to see where my future leads me and I hope to do work that is meaningful
towards the environment and communities who depend on it. Through my dedication and

passion I hope to make a difference in our future and the future of our environment.



